
 

  

Annual General Meeting​
November 18, 2024 - 6:00 p.m. Eastern 

 

Mission Statement: ​
The International Association of Canine Professionals shapes global standards through 

diverse education, development and support of industry professionals.​
 

Agenda Item Lead Time Status 

Roll call: 
Chair 
●​ Jason Purgason, 

President 
Officers 
●​ Fabian Romo, Vice 

President/Interim 
Treasurer 

●​ Rachelle Yates, Secretary 
Board Members 
●​ Marlene Ruiz 
●​ Dominic Goetz 
●​ Coreena Breazeale 
●​ Sarina Samson 

Chair 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
Min 

QUORUM – Y 
All members present  
 
​
 
 
 
Procedural Guidance: 

●​ Robert's Rules - Contemporary  
●​ Professionalism 
●​ Consideration of Others 
●​ Time on Task  
●​ Relevant input 

 
Members present  
Jen Freilich (Joined at 5:56, left at 6:01pm) 
Valerie Ann (Joined at 5:59, left at 6:01, joined at 6:01, left at 
7:18pm) 
Kimberly Cain (Joined at 6:00, left at 6:01, joined at 6:01, left 
at 7:18pm) 
Kniff (Joined at 6:01, left at 7:17pm) 
Ton Loos (Joined at 5:43, left at 6:01, joined at 6:01, left at 
7:18pm)  
Julie Hart (Joined at 5:57, left at 5:58, joined at 5:59, left at 
6:01, joined at 6:04, left at 6:04, joined at 6:04, left at 6:14, 
joined at 6:20, left at 6:21, joined at 6:21, left at 6:32, joined 
at 6:38, left at 6:38, joined at 6:38, left at 6:45, joined at 6:50, 
left at 6:50, joined at 6:50, left at 7:02, joined at 7:08, left at 
7:08, joined at 7:08, left at 7:18pm) 
Krissy (Joined at 6:06, left at 6:06, joined at 6:06, left at 
7:00pm) 
Spence Wood (Joined at 6:07, left at 6:07, joined at 6:07, 
left at 7:18pm)  
Krystal (Joined at 6:08, left at 6:08, joined at 6:08, left at 
7:18pm) 
Kimberly (Joined at 7:06, left at 7:06, joined at 7:06, left at 
7:18pm) 
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Lisa Darcy (Joined at 6:11, left at 6:11, joined at 6:11, left at 
7:18pm) 
Robin MacFarlane (Joined at 6:11, left at 6:11, joined at 5:11, 
left at 7:18pm)  

Agenda    

Approval of Agenda President 5 min 1.​ Motion to approve agenda and agenda items 
 
Jason makes a motion  
“I move to approve the agenda and the agenda 
items as presented.”  
Fabian seconds  
No discussion or opposition  
MOTION PASSES  

 
 

President’s Report    

 President 10  
min 

Open house schedule, Submissions for CPJ 
 

Financial Update    

2024 Update and 2025 
Goals 

Fabian 5 min 2023: Loss 
 
2024: Reduced overall costs for 2024 leading to no 
loss for 2024 
 
2025: New member enrollment and renewals, 
successful conference, more educational 
opportunities, increasing sponsorships 

Committees    

Overview of the 
Committees and their 
current status  

Board  20 
min 

Certification: Jason: Prong collar Knowledge assessment 
launched, working on additional content/projects, CDT 
launched and looking for volunteers to assess and 
evaluate submissions  
 
Education: Fabian: Supporting Prong collar Knowledge 
assessment exam, working on Knowledge assessment for 
electronic collars, developing curriculum to assist training 
in passing CDT exam 
 
European Members: Dominic: Increasing awareness of 
dog ownership, grew online social media presence, 
working towards reaching IACP members and 
non-members, European members to represent IACP at 
events 
 
Legislative: Marlene: Melissa working on proper use of 
training tools with government officials to prevent tool 
banning, Christopher gathering law makers in canada 
nationwide to create Service dog law, Axel to serve as  
bridge between US and European countries to have 
presence and collaboration in Europe and other countries, 
Institute for Justice agreed to support our efforts against 
proposed dog trainer licensure legislation in NJ, Co 
authored Op-Ed to oppose regulation of dog trainers and 
will be featured in SPEAK, Pet Advocacy offered us 
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Association membership, funding (all proceeds go 
towards legislative fund) 
 
Service Dog: Jason: Public access test, educational 
content for Webinar  
 
Therapy Dog: Coreena: Presented at 2023 conference 
and raised awareness about therapy work and committee 
plans for future, member education Webinar, proposal to 
increase recognition of therapy dogs and their handlers, 
secured proclamations to recognize value of therapy dogs, 
collected pictures of IACP members that have certified 
therapy dog for marketing/fundraising campaigns, 
working on manual development and updates for trainers 
and handlers, developing evaluator certification exam  
 
Ethics: Marlene: Revised/streamlined complaint policy to 
ensure fair process, goal is to help members have a bigger 
role and provide ways to help with understanding role of 
canine professionals and IACP members, want to  
conduct review of IACP code of conduct to ensure it 
reflects current professional standards and ethical 
challenges, seeks to provide membership ways to 
enhance onboarding process  
 
Member Support: Sarina: Develop member engagement 
and support, developed social media policy and 
moderator guidelines, looking for new members  

Website 
 
 
 
Questions from members  

All 25 
min 

Website: Up and running, member section is under 
construction (hosting provider is having glitches) and will 
address asap  
 
Discussion with members  

           ADJOURN  7:18
pm 

Jason makes a motion 
“I move to adjourn our meeting. I have 7:18pm Eastern” 
Fabian seconds  
No opposition or discussion  
MOTION PASSES  
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