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From the President

We hope you are enjoying this new look to the SafeHands Journal. As we grow, we
want to ensure that not only do we bring you a variety of articles and thoughts, but also
a Journal that you will be proud of and want to share with friends and professional col-

| leagues. We are always on the look out for interesting and educational articles and

features from our members, and we welcome your submissions. Putting yourself in
print not only is of benefit to our professions but is also recognition of your experience
and knowledge, which we wish to share.

The greatest advantage from belonging to IACP is the ability to share and network. We
are pleased to help this sharing through the Journal . We want to emphasize that this
Journal, like the IACP, is open to ALL methods, approaches and equipment. To be
knowledgeable and educated on all aspects of our professions means we can better

serve dogs and their owners.
Martin Deeley | ‘Z @»‘/_
How to Join IACP
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_poses.

- Annual Fees:
- Professional $75.00 Associate $50.00 Affiliate $35.00
‘Newsletter Subscription- Non-members $25.00

- An additional $25 fee a plies for mitial processing costs, but does not
- apply to Affiliate Memberships or Newsletter Subscriptions.

- Other Benefits:

- All TACP members receive our newsletter and have access to our email list,
- seminars, educational materials, business support materials, events and
activities calendars, regional-group participation, and our Certification
Program for Dog Trainers. Discounts for all services are available to all

members.
To Apply: Contact the IACP through our web site, email, address or
. phone to request an application, our Mission Statement and our Code of
- Conduct.

APPLICATIONS AND RENEWALS CAN NOW
BE PAID THROUGH MASTERCARD, VISA, AX
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:(‘ or Lakes care of another person, property, ¢ic.; custodian 2 a person
ch legally placed in charge of the affairs of a minor or of a person of
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Co Proponents insist that the quardianship movement is about taking better care of animals. But if they
iter s - . .
sion succeed in changing the legal status of pets, what will it mean for the future of the pet industry?
req - | |
arti - | |
i By Cathy A. Foster S
Ads . P . |
]I;er uardian 1. A person who Amecrican Dog Owners Associatio‘if‘* e tye;;-;ﬁihcir animals better. “it’s not an
I ;;S' guards, protects Of takes (Castleron. N.Y.) and others, Vella all-of-a-sudden thing.” Kaiz con-
S.H‘ carc of another person, believes guardianship proponents are ceded. "And just as there arc good
s property. etc., custodian. trying to create leverage 10 eliminate  parents and bad parents. there’s
with 2. a person legally placed. the property status of animals through ~ always going o he pcople. no matier
Hea in charge of the affairsofa . Jegislation and/or litigation. [n wrn, — what you say to ¢them, [who are] not
P.O. minor or of a person of unsound'mind. - that could put an end to the sale of . going to be good parents. So it is with
Mon Dcpcnding who you talk to,;_;;l,ha:; "-:‘j’:’_gi_'(_nmpanion animals—and what thaLf{-;;.?.";s:_omc people who acquire animals.
Dea word represents ecither a kinder. =‘g‘<:jn>-’%:-ig.,;_"j,;would mean to the pet industry qeeds’ But animals stand a far beuer chance
Feb tler way for people to think of and”  no explanation. of not being abused when the
behave toward their companion ani- Elfiot Katz. D.V.M., the founder and guardian rerm is uscd than when they
IAC mals. or a sneaky first step toward president of In Defense of Animals are bought and sold and thought of as
Inter climinating pets altogether. (Mill Valley. Calif). the animal advo- property. A seed will be planted. |
P.O.) Even though they disagree on cacy oOrganization pushing the firmly belicve that that will happen
Moni almost cverything clsey. proponents guardianship campaign. doesn't deny 1o a lot of people.”
IACE and opponents of pet guardianship he would like 1o see an end to the Even if one were to agree that the
(407) agree on one point:-The type of  practice of sciling animals. But he word “guardian” implics a higher fevel
WWW changes made to animal ordinances contends that the guardianship cam- of responsibility and caring than docs
Offs chus far have no legal effect—for now. paign has a simple goal: “There’s 0o “owner” —and  many don't—why
Coxn ~These are subtle ¢hanges—at lcast little value placed on our companion choase a Jegislative avenue to cncours
FrssK thar's what the animal rights people animals. and that nceds 1o be changed. age its useZ: “When elected legislators
Exea are trying (o say it is—designed o They “eed 1o be much more respected  support the idea of people thinking of
V“Fe‘ have rcal impact later,” said 2§-year and treated in a more responsible themselves. in a2 more positve refa-
Secrel pet industry veteran”'Bob Vella., the manner. and that's what the guardian- tionship ‘with their animals.” said
Treas: creator and host of the nationally syn-  ship campaign is trying to do.” Katz, it gives additional eredibility to
glrec dicated ~Pet Talk America”™ radio show somehody who now wants to be rec
teve broadeast from Bakersfield, Calif. v oenized as a guardian.”
v . _ 2 < o Yy e ~
Cockr Afong with the Pet Indusiry Joint What's in a Word? Kelley: Filson. education program
Van G Advisory Council (Washington), the Guardianship opponents ask how a manager for the $an Francisco Society
Hall o american Kennel Club (New York). the simple word change will make people for the Prevention of Cruelty 1o
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What Is a
Pet Guardian ?

s applied fo pets and other ani-

moE, the terms “owner” and
“quardion” have vastly different legal
definitions that could create any num-
ber of quandaries.

Whereas an owner possesses and
controls the pet as property, o
guardian has limited or temporary
possession of the pet, acting as a
trustee for a ward. s a fiduciary
relationship that obligates the
guardian to work for the ward with a
single-minded loyalty to the exclusion
of all personal gain, wrote the
American Veterinary Medical Law
Association {Lake Zurich, i) in @
four-page white paper.

Thus, guardians may be removed
for several reasons, including failure
to perform their dufies or having a
conflict of interest that may prevent
them from performing their duties.

According to the AVMLA, the Pet’

Industry Joint Advisory Council
(Washington) and others, here are
some of the thorny legal questions
associated with legal guardianship
of pets:

e May persons claiming the best
interests of an animal pefifion a court o
grant guardianship?

e Could other persons intervene
and assert that the guardian’s accep-
tance or refusal of recommended vet-
erinary care and reatment provided is
not in the best inferest of the animal?

e What objective criteria would be
used fo defermine what is in the best
interest of the animal?

o How would a city enforce its ani-
mal laws against nonowners of pets?

o Would local governments be
able fo levy animal-related taxes based

upon guardianship, as they do now

upon property?
pc:n ould citizens have the right fo
challenge treatment of shelier animals?
e If a local or governmental entity
declares that an animal owner no
longer owns the animal, has an
unconstitutional toking of private
property happened without just com-

pensation?

—Cathy Foster

Animals, supported the guardianship
ordinance the city adopted in January.
“What 1 really liked about the ordi-
nance was that it added ‘guardian’ to
‘owner’ so that it makes my message
stronger,” she said.

Will Guardianship
Redefine Rights?

Not everyone sees the addition of
“guardian” to city ordinances as a harm-
less way to encourage humane treatment
of animals. “What they’re doing is
attaching [‘guardian’] to the word
‘owner’ and making them cqual words,”
said Bob Duffy, executive director of the
American Dog Owners Association.
“While right now that does not have a
profound effect, we fully expect that in
two or three years you're going to see
the first attempts to remove the word
‘owner’ so you'll only be left with
‘suardian’ ... [whose legal definition] is
much different than that of ‘owner.”

The San Francisco ordinance says
guardians have the same legal rights and
responsibilities as owners, so it takes a
little steam out of opponents’ argu-
ments, conceded Mike Maddox, govern-
ment affairs specialist with PIJAC. "It's
hard for opponents 10 make the argu-
ment that we're making—that there are
dangerous legal implications—because
of that language, but my whole problem
with this is that advocartes are working
on an incremental process to modify
legal rights of companion animals. This
is just one step in that direction.”

Katz contends that the democratic
process will determine the ultimate
extent of guardianship.

“If enough people feel that [legal
guardianship of animals] is the way to
go, then that is what will happen,” said
Katz. “Society is eventually going to
decide what powers one has over people
or children or dogs or so forth, and so
there’s no way to know whether there
will actuaily be such a thing as guardian-
ship as opposed to ownership. If there s,
I think there's enough wise people
around to make sure that things are put
in place in an appropriate manner.”

Will Guardianship
Legisiate Care?

Opponents say guardianship terminol-
ogy is bad for people and pets. For one
thing, says the California Veterinary
Medical Association (Sacramento), it

could harm animals by creating confusion
about who is responsible for their
care and result in unnecessary legal
delays. -

Others fear that a change in termi-
nology would resuit in attempis 1o
legislate care for pets. Their fears are
being justified in West Hollywood,
Calif,, which adopted a guardianship
ordinance two years ago: In January.
the City Council voted unanimously
to publicly condemn declawing of
cats as inhumane and proposed a ban
on the surgery. According to pub-
lished news reports, Councilman John
Duran sponsored the ban because it
would be a “great first step to putting
some teeth in the animal guardianship
ordinance.”

Opponents say guardianship lan-
guage has several other drawbacks:

e It imposes care standards upon
owners that far exceed convention-
ally accepted standards.

e It allows third parties to meddle
in the ownership rights of individuals,
including raking away people’s pets.

e It allows animals to initiate frivolous
lawsuits against their keepers.

e It could treat animals as wards
of the state, leading to increased
governmental power over animal
ownership.

Will Guardianship
Protect Pets?

On the other hand, proponents say
animals would receive better protection
under a guardianship arrangement
because they would have the same kind
of rights as children. “Children don't
have rights to vote or to drive a car, but
they have certain rights—we call them
rights, but they’rc basically protec-
tions—and that's what we're rtalking
about,” Katz said. “[They have] the right
not to be just arbitrarily harmed or
killed or abused or mistreated.”

Opponents say cruelty laws already
provide ample protection from mistreat-
ment, or can be strengthened.

“There arc a lot of cruelty laws in the
United States that need beefing up.” said
Dufty. “But that's happening all over the
country. They're getting stricter and
stricter and tougher and tougher. And
that’s an ongoing process. 5o I think we
will be accomplishing that same thing
without having to go to the extreme of
appointing guardians for dogs.”

Others argue that too few cases are
actually prosccuted to rely on cruclty

Continued on page 6



Jaws to protect animals adequately. For
example, only four cases of first-degree
or sccond-degree cruelty were brought
in 2000 in King County, Wash., accord-
ing to Adam Karp, founder and chairman
of the Washington State Bar Association's
animal Jaw section.

Ixplatning these low numbers, Karp
said that many cases of animal cruelty go
unreported, and that some prosecutors
are reluctant t© pursue animal cruelty
cases when so many human victims are
pressing for their cases 1o go forward.
Furthermore, some laws require proof of
intentionally caused pain. injury or
death~a standard that can be difficult to
meet.

In any evene, the fact that animal cry-
ity is now a felony in 37 states—up from
just seven in 1992—doces not preclude the
nced for guardianship language, said
Karz. Instead, it is indicative of the risc in
consciousness that the use of the word
“guardian” engenders, “The concepr of
acting as a guardian falls right in line with
the same reason that states and more
people are saying, "Yes, there should be
stronger laws, ©

Changing animals’ legal status wouldn't
crode the rights of responsible pet “own-
crs,” Karz maintains. But he'd like o see
restrictions on the rights of abusive pet
keepers.

“We sometimes spend hundreds—
sometimes thousands—of doliars in ver-
erinary bills to ‘get dogs back to decent
health after they've been so neglected or
starved or abused. and then the people
g0 1o court and say, ‘I want these animals
back, they're my property,” and the
courts—hecause of property rights—give
those animals back only to be siarved
again ancl abused again. So do | want 10
see some stronger measure of not having
dogs just thought of as nothing but a
picce of property that somebady can
starve and abuse and beat and then end
up geuting back? Yes,”

Nc More Peis?

Retailers shouldn't be fooled by the
benign sound of guardianship, said
Vella. “If [retailers] side on the
guardian side. they're cutting their
own throats because the wrue under-
lying apenda of this whole campaign
is no animals for breeding, no animals
for pets. They don’t want companion
animals bred, period.”

Katz insists that the guardianship
movement is not about the eventual
climination of pets. “I think our soci-
ety hay reached a point with the
domestication of dogs and cats that o

most people the dog or cat or puppy
or kitten is truly thought of as a mem-
ber of the family and that the animal
gets as much out of it as the family
does. Because of that, [ don't think
there's reason to be thinking that
companion animals should be done
away with.”

That doesn’t mean he's in favor of
pets being sold. "I think dogs and cats
will have a far better quality of life if
people are not thinking of them and
treating them as commodities but as
individuais that are going to be a
member of the family and therefore
should be adopted as you adopt a
child.”

That might not be so farferched.

il Q‘Szv»vn

Where People
Are Guardzcms

he following unsdachons have
amended theur codes to indude

the designation * onzmal guondlon'

San Francisco
Jan, 13, 2003

Amherst, Mass.

April 24 2002

Menomonee Falls, W:s.
March 11, 2002

said Maddox. “To the degree that legal
ownership rights of companion gzerwood AYR i
animals are modified, that is where pt. 24, 200!
you're heading. That would be the
manner in which animals could be State of R}mde Island
transferred. The problem with that is, July 5, 2001
when  you're  talking about the
guardianship of people, there’s a B:ékeé COM
whole regulatory and administrative £ 7 2001
apparatus that exists to deal with that. fT5a ‘
.. So the whole thing comes down to, ;Ngﬁ %‘)]g’wooa' Calif.
are we¢ honestly going 1o treat com- eh. 19, 2001
panion animals like kids or some- : -
thing? Becausc then you're talking ?o uic.:e;' golo.
about the demise of the per industry.” "iY , 2000

Kat"z.. hf:»wevcr. maimai.ns the Sovvins b Badiras b Andtiss
guardianship movement will help
retailers. “As more and more people
feel that their companion animals are
members of their family and deserve
better treatment and a better quality
of life, pet stores will have far greater
business because people will spend
more money on their animals because
they're members of the family and
will want to do the best for them.”

And that may be the one thing el i
cverybody agrees on. PA Debarking Congdl
Cathy Foster is senior editor fo for PET AGE. dogs and their behavior and has taken the position

that such laws will present problems to some dog
DEBARKING - owners and potential annoyance to the general pub-

JACP POSITION STATEMENT  lic.

A dog that is debarked doesn’t realize it is de-
barked. Any pleasure it receives from barking is
still there although it does keep the noise level
down. Those that would prevent this safe, sim-
ple and inexpensive operation are perhaps well
meaning but they do not understand the canine
mind. A *“reason’” that has been given for at-
tempted passage of anti-barking laws is that the
criminal element may debark so that law offi-
cers would not know when they were being
attacked. This 1s a ridiculous statement as the
dog will still be able to make a noise albeit not
so loud and the criminal element 1s unlikely to
spend money and effort on debarking. Even
though debarked, the dog is still able to bark and
does so, simply at a lower volume. It is a prime
example of the tail wagging the dog.

The International Association of Canine Profes-
sionals are well-qualified in all aspects of

Dogs will bark for many reasons. Some are good
reasons and some are without reason in our minds.
Whatever the reason there is no doubt that continual
barking does create public annoyance and be very
disturbing. And, even the best behaved family pet
can be a neurotic barker when outside in the yard.
With certain breeds it is in their genetic make up. It
is possible, through training, to efficaciously teach a
dog not to bark and generally peaking that would be
preferred over surgical debarking. However, there
are so many variables involved in whether or not to
debark that the decision is best left in the hands of
the dog owner who can make the required decision
with the advice of a Qualified Veterinarian and a
Dog Trainer. To restrict the debarking of dogs
through government regulations could result in dogs
being removed from a family and even euthanised.

The IACP is unalterably opposed to these oppressive
laws which are based on human emotions and not on
canine conmunon sense.
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HAPPY FACES AT IACP 2003 CONFERENCE—REPORT IN NEXT SAFEHANDS ISSUE
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Ideally, we’d all have indoor/outdoor facilities: a spacious
meadow, perhaps, a fenced ring with agility equipment, a shaded
area, an indoor classroom, and one or more indoor, climate-
controlled training areas. Right. In our dreams.

In the real world we have less than ideal facilities, or rented ones,
or none—or we may choose to teach in public places for our own
reasons. As a club trainer who teaches once a week in a city
park, by choice, let me share a few thoughts about what’s differ-
ent there from my indoor classes.

First and most important (as well as most obvious): you're on
public display. All the time. Second: you have no control over
the environment, or very little. Third: the distraction level for

your students, both human and canine, is unusually high.

Problems? No. These are some of the biggest advantages of
working in a public place; it’s impossible for anyone to forget
that this is closer to real-life training than the schoolroom or ar-
mory. Let’s look at the implications.

On Display

Working indoors, you can tell your students dozens of times that
their dogs need to be “good citizens” and that they, the owners,
need to set a good example. Most of your energy is wasted; in '
fact, the memory of your words doesn’t usually make it out the
door. In the city park, though, even the dimmest owner can see
that spectators and passers-by are judging German Shepherds (in
the case of our club), or big dogs, or dogs in general, by those
working right in front of them. This perception has an electrify-
ing effect.

You’ll want to take care that your students follow any laws that
apply, such as keeping dogs on leash and picking up after them.
(Watch out for show-offs who let their dogs off-lead because
theyre so “advanced.” If you do off-lead training later, it will
have to be in a less public place.) You’ll also want to make sure
your demeanor and language are such that you’d be pleased to be
recognized on the street later by one of the spectators.

Uncontrolled Environment and Distractions

People need to be aware that they can’t always control what hap-
pens when they're out with their dogs, and that they need to be
prepared to cope with whatever comes up (such as a loose dog).
Working in the park, or any other public place, is a splendid anti-
dote to “back yard syndrome.” In the park, your students will
encounter squirrels, loose dogs, louts on bicycles, well-meaning
folks who stroll up to pet the nice doggies, and a variety of other
hazards and distractions. A dog that will walk on a loose leash
through all this is more solidly trained than one that has never
met such temptations—this difference may be obvious to us, but

3

it usually isn’t to the average owner.

You'll need to pick a fairly quiet place to introduce each
exercise initially, and you’ll probably want to have a
method agreed in advance for dealing with predictable
problems such as loose (non-class) dogs that intrude. In
our class, once the alert “loose dog” is heard, students
put their dogs on a sit-stay, I do the same, and then I go
get the loose dog and return it to its surprised owner with
a few pithy remarks. The students learn not to panic, and
they also learn the usefulness of a solid stay (because
while their dogs are right beside them, mine is quietly
showing off her sit-stay while I recede into the distance).
Good assistants make all these contingencies easier to
manage.

Unintended Benefits

Our club works in the park as a public service; we are
currently the only group in this area offering free help to
people with big, out-of-control dogs. Nearly all the own-
ers who show up, either for our socializing sessions
(“Sundays in the Park™) or for the CGC classes that I
teach, hear about us by word of mouth—not only from
previous students, but often from people who come by,
get interested, and ask details “for my neighbor with the
big dog that barks all the time,” or “for my son whose
roommate just moved out and left a sweet Rottweliler,
only it doesn’t like men.” From our point of view, this
ripples-in-the-pond effect means a few more dogs with
some training, a few more citizens with an improved
view of big dogs (especially GSDs), and perhaps, just
perhaps, fewer dogs ending up in shelters or in our res-
cue program.

From the point of view of a non-club instructor, too, the
PR is all good (“I saw this guy teaching a bunch of dogs
in the middle of the park, and you can’t believe how
good they all were.”) At least three local trainers work in
our vicinity from time to time, a good arrangement for
them as well as for us.

Many IACP members already work, at least some of the
time, in public places. If you haven’t, give it a try. You'll
never forget the first time a mounted policeman walks up
to the class and every dog goes right on doing what it’s
supposed to do, without more than a sidelong glance.
Your students will be astonished. You'll just say, coolly,
“Of course the dogs were fine. That’s why we’re training
here, remember?”




“How To Teach Your Dog To Talk” ?-_Z:IS.:‘BN‘O-684-86323-5

A Fireside Book Published
by Simon & Schuster, NY,
NY; 2000; 336 pages

Clever man, our Cap

" | Haggerty and I say “our”
because, after all, he is a
member of IACP. Clever
man, not a title I hand out
freely or often, but one that in
this case is most certainly
deserved. When I first read
the title, my original thought
was something along the
lines of “oh bother, not an-
other one of THOSE.” The
“those” referring to cutesy
dog trick books. Out of deference to the good Cap, I went to
the kitchen, got my self a Coke and then headed for my red
chair. Sometimes I think that chair should be called my
read chair since it is where I always head when I plan on
doing any serious reading. Not necessarily serious reading
material, just serious reading.

By the time I had finished my Coke I was well into the
book and thinking to myself, clever. Then as I continued to
read, the word clever began to change to sneaky. Yes, |
downright sneaky. In an era when it would sometimes ap-
pear that doing anything remotely resembling do g training
is considered by the young, first-time dog owners as the
final cruelty, Cap as figured out a way to get them to not
just train their dogs but do a good job.

% BAGEERTY

For more than 50 pages, there is not much in the way of
training per se but much in the way of explanations about
training. We get to read about what sounds some dogs can
learn to make and what position their body must be in to
make these sounds. All the while, I am thinking to myself,
“s0?”

Captain Haggerty

So the line was tossed in the water. Iread a few more
chapters, which of course means I have in truth taken the
bait. I persevere and all of a sudden here comes the
zinger I was wondering about. Sure enough, you actually
have to train the dog before you can start teaching all the
tricks. HA! Quick, quick -- just like that, he sets the hook.
Starting with the chapter entitled, “Light and Flufty,”
where we learn about such things as teaching a trick called
“bump” to a trick rather inelegantly called “Kiss My Ass,”
Cap sets the stage for the need of standard commands like
sit, stand, down, come. At the very same time he is setting
that stage, he is helping the reader build a learning founda-
tion and he just reels them in. Shoot, he has the reader
wanting to do all sorts of training that rightly is the topic
of another book all together.

Then we come to the last chapter. This is actually a list of
breeds and what sort of tricks they will most likely master
the easiest. From the Affenpinscher to the Xoloitzcuintlis,
it is a fun chapter to read all by itself. Some of the com-

ments and ideas actually had me laughing out loud. Good
stuff.

Interestingly enough, I no more than finished the book
when I had a call from someone who wanted me to teach
their 2 children, ages 6 and 10, how to teach the family’s 7
month old Australian Shepherd pup some tricks during the
Christmas break. Remembering what I had just learned
from Cap, I cheerfully said, “sure, I'd love to do just that.”
And I did and I gained a new student and. .. well who
knows where it might end up?

You just must buy, read and use this ever so clever book.
So I close by saying good stuff indeed and well worth the
read.

Margot Woods

Laurel, MD
IACP Professional Member #1043
http://margotwoods. Writing. Com/
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LORENZ STORIES

by Dorothy C. Dunning

Konrad Lorenz was one of the founders of the
science of animal behavior, a man who suggested that be-
havior was as characteristic of each animal species as the
shape of the head or how it moved. Lorenz had an intuitive
understanding of animals and was mainly interested 1n
how behavior enabled animals to survive and reproduce in
the particular worlds in which they live. He was not as
interested as are American psychologists in explaining
animal behavior in terms of stimulus and response; he
wanted to know how and why it is adaptive. Ethologists
have and will continue to test his ideas for many years to
come. Together with Karl von Frisch and Nikolaas Tin-
bergen, he was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology and
Medicine in 1973. I did a post-doc with him in 1967.
Many members of the IACP have read and enjoyed his
books, and they asked me to recount what he was like.

As a boy in an Austrian castle, Lorenz kept a va-
riety of animals, wild and domestic, native and exotic, all
of which he played with and observed carefully. These
early experiences formed the basis of his lifelong interest
in animal behavior and are summarized in his first book,
King Solomon’s Ring. He was educated as a physician and
drafted into the German army after the Anschluss. He
served there until his capture during the Russian cam-
paign. Along with an untold number of other German
prisoners, he was incarcerated in a Siberian prison camp
where almost all of them died. Konrad was one of two
survivors of this place, apparently because he was willing
to eat just about anything in the animal kingdom. At the
end of the war, the two walking skeletons were hauled
across the steppes of central Asiain a straw-lined boxcar
on the Trans-Siberian Railway. At a stop in the middle of
nowhere, Konrad tells how he searched avidly in the tall
grass for anything to eat. His burly Cossack guard
watched with vague curiosity until he grabbed a large gar-
den spider and bit off her egg-filled abdomen, whereupon
the big guy fainted dead away.

After the war Konrad somehow fetched up at a
psychiatric institute in Freiburg, West Germany. There he
was allotted a room on the third floor, directly above the
library, where he kept a variety of animals for study, in-
cluding a large aquarium of tropical fishes and a monkey.
Predictably, the monkey was always in trouble, but there
was a major crisis one weekend when the monkey escaped
from its cage, seized the manuscript Konrad was working
on and his typewriter and stuffed both into the aquarium,
which overflowed upon the floor and drained into the 1i-
brary below. That was too much for the management of
the institute, and a meeting was called. As faculty meet-
ings frequently do, this ran on and on, noontime came and
went, and Konrad began to catch and eat the flies that
buzzed in through the open window. After a while the
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others stopped talking and simply watched in fascination, for
he was very good at it. They decided to keep him, for, ac-
cording to him, he was much too interesting a specimen to
release.

During the fifties the Konrad started the Max Planck
Institut fiir Verhaltensphysiologie (Max Planck Institute for
Behavior Physiology) at Seewiesen, a lake and surrounding
bog in Bavaria south of Munich. There was some firm
ground on one side of the lake, and several buildings were
erected there for the staff, students, and the animals. The bog
was mildly dangerous, with occasional holes in the overlying
moss, which were sometimes hidden by the small spruce
trees that peppered the surface. The black liquid beneath was
deep and always cold. Larger holes were constructed in the
bog, to provide isolated places for waterbirds to nest and for
students to swim with their birds. Konrad told of one time he
was out making such a pond by himself. He had pushed over
one of the spruces and was working on the hole at its base,
when the elastic recoil of the tree roots in the moss hauled 1t
back upright, catching him in the butt and shoving him head-
first into the hole. He clambered out with considerable diffi-
culty and shivered back home, covered in mucky moss.
When telling the story, he always regretted that he was work-
ing alone, because there was no one there to laugh at him.

Konrad was a most gemiitlich man. There 1s no
adequate translation for this word in English, but it connotes
informality, friendliness and empathy. His birthday was a
cause for major celebration at the institute. The students,
staff and faculty worked for months making gifts for him,
which were presented at a ceremony at the end of the work
day. One of the faculty children, seeing all this activity, 1n-
quired, “Who’s having a birthday, Konrad or Herr Jacob?”
Herr Jacob was the head of the carpentry workshop, where
many of the gifts were being constructed. This incident cap-
tures Konrad’s gemiitlichheit, for the head of the institute
was known to every child by his first name; while the chief
carpenter was always referred to as Mister.

Konrad was a King Solomon without a ring, for he
could “speak” to almost any animal and understand it as eas-
ily as he could cope with multiple human languages. Several
of the 1500 or so geese on the lake had imprinted on him as
soslings, and he maintained close relationships with them.
As adults they would come to him when called, whereupon
they'd speak with him a bit before returning to the flock.

He had discovered that many geese could be pre-
vented from migrating if they were exercised enou gh during
the autumn migration season. At that time of year, migratory
birds get nervous and fly up short distances, circle around
and return, many times before they finally take off for the
long trip. It was during this pre-migratory restlessness period
that he would exercise them. He’d walk a kilometer or so
away, to the other side of the bog, then

Continued on Page 11
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Lorenz Stories Continued

turn and began calling, “Kom, kom!” At the lake “his”
geese became more and more nervous, honking in re-
ply, churning around in circles, until they couldn’t
stand it any more and took off. The nervousness and
churning were contagious, so when the few left, the
whole flock took to the air, circled a few times and
headed for Konrad, out in the meadow. There they
landed near him, posturing wonderfully among them-
selves, speaking loudly with each other, with Konrad,
and with anyone else who would converse with them.
Tt was a tremendous ego-trip, to have 1500 geese land
at your feet, and he enjoyed it enormously.

He demonstrated this for the press while 1
was there, giving each reporter an interview while s1-
multaneously talking to the geese and anyone else who
was handy. On this occasion he spoke French and
Italian to the reporters, German to his assistant, Eng-
lish to me, and goose to the assembled multitudes. It
was most impressive.

He had a couple of red chows, which seemed
to be undistinguished animals. They were aloof and
appeared to be utterly uninterested in anything much,

DISCOUNT ON BOOKS FROM
4M ENTERPRISES INC.

The IACP have arranged a discount of 10% for all members on books
| purchased from 4M Enterprises Inc .

though they responded readily enough to his commands.
Kids, geese, songbirds, students, ducks and other dogs re-
ceived equal inattention. Even at that time it was clear that his
ideas about the multiple origins of dogs were probably
wrong, but he never corrected Man Meets Dog. Others had
already done so, he said, so 1t was unnecessary. Actually I
think it saddened him to think that chows were just dogs,
descended from the wolves that produced other breeds as
well. He might feel vindicated by the recent evidence sug-
gesting that dogs were first domesticated in East Asia, where
chows originated.

Dorothy C Dunning has been doing research with bats and
other cave-dwelling animals for many years. She taught
animal behavior and a variety of other courses in the Biol-
ogy Dept at West Virginia University until her recent retire-
ment. Beginning about 1973, she taught basic and puppy
training classes at the local kennel club as a volunteer.
Now, though she still teaches for the kennel club, she works
mainly with shelter dogs at the Greene County (PA) Hu-
mane Society.

iTheir motto is "If we don't have it - we will do our doggonedest to get it
for you!"

4M carry and can locate out of print books as well as new.

To get the discount members should state that they are an IACP Mem-
ber together their membership number in the comments box when
ordering over the internet.

4 M Books can be contacted at:
Http://www.4mdogbooks.com/
Tel (510) 489 8722
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CONTROLLED WALKING

By Vivian Bregman

One of the most important things for your dog to learn
is to walk on a leash without pulling. This makes
walking the dog much more enjoyable for both you
and the dog. If the dog is pulling, walking is unpleas-
ant and he gets walked far less often -- this makes him
pull all the more because he needs the exercise even
more. It’s a vicious cycle.

Never wrap the leash around your hand: you can get
dragged in front of a car. Instead, put your thumb
through the loop of the lead and close your hand
around it. Use both hands together when you jerk the
leash.

With a six foot leash on the dog, start walking in a
straight line towards a point about twenty feet away
saying nothing when you start. Whenever the dog is at
your side, reach down and pet him while praising him.
Otherwise say nothing. If he heads off in another di-
rection back away from him, at the same time jerking
the leash sharply towards you and praising the dog.
When you reach the point you were aiming for stop for
a slow count of twenty, then head off at right angles
for another twenty feet again saying nothing to the dog
when you start moving. Continue this twice more until
you have made one square about twenty feet on each
side. (This has to be done away from trees and bushes
that might tangle the leash.) This square should be
repeated four times for one set. Do three sets a day, for
a total of twelve squares a day. By the end of the week
the dog should be walking without pulling. The reason
for saying nothing to the dog when you start 1s s0 the
dog learns to watch you. If you say something he
won't have to pay attention.

Never permit the dog to pull on the leash. The only
exception to this rule while walking the dog in the
square is if the dog starts to relieve himself. In this
case, let him finish. The only thing more important
than walking without pulling is housebreaking. The
best way to avoid this problem is to take the dog to his
“relief spot” before training him. Once the dog is
watching you whenever you walk, and you can no
longer catch him being distracted, start inventing dis-
tractions. Walk towards an open gate, or another dog,
or a child. As soon as the dog takes his eyes off you,
back away from him, jerking and praising, until you
can no longer catch him looking away from you. At
this point, teaching him to heel will be relatively easy,

once he learns to sit.

If you have no place to do squares, do straight lines. In-
stead of going off at a right angle after twenty feet just
turn around and head in another direction. The square 1s
not magic, you just have to keep changing directions until
the dog understands that he has to pay attention to you at
all times.

If you have only sidewalk, then walk on the sidewalk.
You may walk three feet, turn around, repeat, for half an
hour. Your neighbors will think you’re crazy. But --- your
dog will learn in a few days not to pull on the leash.

Remember that the dog is never permitted to pull on the
leash. Ever. For the rest of his life.

Vivian Bregman has given her permission for any IACP
Member to reproduce this as a handout for clients.
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Here's Great News!

IACP has partnered with Business Insurers of the Carolinas to offer a group liability protection
policy to IACP members. In addition to the advantage of affordable group rates, this policy includes
a special care, custody, and control endorsement which provides you up to $10,000 coverage per

i’ occurrence for the property and pets in your care. This policy also includes a $1,000,000 per
occurrence liability limit. It covers you, the professional dog trainer, when your negligence causes
] bodily injury to a third party.

We are proud to introduce our new Professional Liability Policy, which provides coverage on a
claims-made basis with limit options of $250,000, $500,000,0r $1,000,000. This coverage is designed
fo protect you, the professional dog trainer, against alleged negligence in performing or failing to
perform the applicable training you agree to with your client. It provides defense costs for allegations
of intentional, dishonest, and fraudulent acts, as well as you gaining personal profit not legally
entitled to, unless proven by judgement.

Call today for more information!
1-800-968-4611 ext 224 or 220

http://www.dogtrainerins.com

} W Becoming a Better Canine Coach: the Canine Performance Medicine Seminar
by Jill Morstad L

strives to address the needs of the healthy canine athlete,
to uncover weaknesses and deficiencies that could lead
to sub-optimal performance, training problems and/or

could pre-dispose the canine athlete for performance-
threatening injury.

As professional trainers, we're familiar with the chal-
lenges of maintaining healthy dogs, whether those dogs
are our own canine athletes or clients’ dogs engaged in a
range of robust activities from backyard Frisbee-
fetching to obedience, agility, herding or lure-coursing.
Recent writings, including an article in the March, 2003,
issue of the AKC Gazette, have reviewed canine sports
medicine, performance evaluation and conditioning as
critical to our dogs’ well-being and longevity. Recently,
I had the opportunity to attend a new seminar focused on
optimal care for the canine athlete and how to minimize
| the risk of sports injury or metabolic damage, a seminar
l that also provided clear and generous advice on defining

the best treatment and therapy protocols as they corre-
spond to the special needs of performance dogs. Dr. Pat
Perkins of Canine Performance Medicine, LLC pre-
sents a two-day, hands-on session dedicated to improv-
ing the health, well-being and functional longevity of the
working canine. Perkins takes a ‘wholistic™ approach to
the conditioning, exercise, training and exhibition of the
canine athlete. Unlike canine rehabilitate medicine or

. canine sports medicine, both of which address the recov-

D,, b ery of injured athletes, Canine Performance Medicine

On Saturday morning, we learned that all athletes train
with some degree of pain. According to Perkins, canine
athletes are exceptional at compensating for, and hiding,
their discomfort. Oftentimes this discomfort 1s not iden-
tified by the trainer, handler or coach until the dog sus-
tains an injury which keeps him from competing. The
goal of Canine Performance Medicine is to lessen the
pain and discomfort of the canine athlete so that they
may continue to compete with desire, happiness enthusi-
asm and health.

Saturday’s session continued with the identification,
assessment and treatment of subtle changes in perform-
ance, focusing primarily on the role of chiropractics.
Using a canine skeleton and detailed handouts, Perkins
identified conformation traits both good and bad, zero-
ing in on conformation ‘problems’ such as straight

Continued on Page 17




PRO-FILES
Speaking of Nutrition: AN INTERVIEW WITH DUANE OVERTURF b

How did you get your start in the dog business?

When I was in the 10™ grade in high school I took a job at a
kennel that was close to school and worked there every
morning and afternoon cleaning up and feeding the dogs.
The kennel was both a boarding and breeding kennel raising
[abrador Retrievers, Dalmations, Irish Water Spaniels, Ger-
man Shorthair Pointers, German Wirehair Pointers, and
Golden Retrievers. I also got my first experience training
dogs for the kennel that they wanted to put titles on after
they finished their championships in the show ring.

You’ve written some great articles on nutrition for the
IACP SafeHands Journal. How did you become involved
with dog nutrition?

I was offered a job by the company that delivered dog food
to the kennel when I turned 18 and began delivering food to
local kennels and pet stores. This eventually led to being
offered a job working for the west coast distributor of Iams
Pet Foods back when Iams had 3 products.......... Iams
Plus, Jams Chunks, and Eukanuba.

Have your worked for a variety of dog food companies?

Yes. I worked indirectly for Iams (that’s all the west coast
distributor sold until Iams bought out their contract and be-
gan selling direct to the local distributors, so it was like
working for Iams directly), Cornucopia, and Lick Your
Chops.

In what capacities?

Always in a sales capacity.

Can you share a bit about the education and training
that dog food companies offer their employees?

Jams provided extensive training for their sales people. Cor-
nucopia and Lick Your Chops however, offered very little
training and I was hired primarily because of the expenience
I had already.

It is surprising the amount of research that goes into
making and selling dog food. Is any of this research
available to the general public?

Good question. I'm not really sure. When I was first visiting
kennels working for Iams I came across kennels that were
supplied free food from local dog food manufacturers that
they called “test kennels” however, I don’t believe they were
very reliable for anything other than telling the company
whether or not the dogs had good stools or not. Some of
these “test kennels” were pretty horrific and would probably
have said anything to keep free food coming. Iams was one
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of the few companies that conducted their research 1n
universities.

Based on what you know, if you had to rate dog
foods, which would make your top 5 (or 10) list?

The products currently on the market that I think are
great foods are..... Innova, Cannidae, Wysong, Well-
ness, and Precise not necessarily in that order. I also
believe that Eukanuba is a good product but that it can
be greatly improved by adding a good live probiotic
supplement to it.

It seems that many veterinarians who feel very
strongly about nutrition are recommending Sci-
ence Diet to the exclusion of any other brand. Is
there a reason for this?

Yes. The Mark Morris Foundation (Hills Prescription)
provides most of the information that veterinarians are
provided in school about dog and cat nutrition. They
really don’t get a lot of information on nutrition and
my experience has been that they are hungry for good
factual information from good reliable sources but
there isn’t a whole lot available. Also, there is a lot to
say about being the first in an industry and Hills was b
the first premium pet food out there with Iams running
a close second. Hills concentrated on veterinarians
and Iams concentrated on retail stores.

How do you feel about the trend toward natural
diets, home made diets, and raw food diets?

I believe this is a step in the right direction in general.
There is one problem though with this trend. Raw
diets have a very high possibility of being contami-
nated with harmful bacteria. Many of the companies
making these diets downplay this threat but some vet-
erinarians in my area are recommending against these
diets because they have already begun to see dogs that
are sick from infections with these bacteria. I prefer to
pick one of the foods above or mix several of them
together and add a live probiotic supplement such as
Greens Plus (a human product found in almost every
health food store) to the food. Of course, there are
exceptions where a dog with a particular problem may
be better off on a raw diet.

Probiotics and live supplements. Can you explain a
little about what these are and why they are help-
ful?

Probiotics or live supplements as they are sometimes
called are live enzymes that aid digestion and help
keep the intestines healthy. They help fight off bad

Continued on Page 15



Duane Overturf Contd.

bacteria as well. You may have been told by your doc- changed and/or the dog 1s stressed out for some rea-
tor to supplement with lactobacillus supplements after SOn.

taking antibiotics for something. We get these live en- ; . .
zymes in the raw food we eat. Since dog foods are 100% How would adding variety to a dog’s diet help the

dead in general these supplements add back some of dog in this “preventive” way? What foods, other
what is lost in the cooking process. than chocolate and raw onions of course, would
you suggest one might feed their dog to give daily
Having heard the term ‘“human food”’ many times variety in the diet?
from my clie.n.ts, I am curious to knon from an ex- As with adding probiotics, supplementing with some
pert 0‘:‘ n“trlt“’“"";, W‘l“at is the :’Mferen.ce. be- raw foods will add back some of the live enzymes
twee:: human fo{:fl. and “dog food”? And is it true they miss in most processed foods. As for what to
that “human food™ is harmtul to dogs? add, I recommend adding raw vegetables of all colors
I don’t know if I would call myself an expert, but to an- a.nd very high quality raw red meats in small quanti-
swer your question there is no difference except that ties to good well rounded dog food.

human food has been deemed to be fit for human con-
sumption and dog food, unless the company states other- ~ Y¥hat resources would you recommend to those

wise, may use ingredients not fit for human consump- who want to learn more about canine nutrition?
tion. Human food is not harmful to dogs unless the dog I would recommend the internet as a primary tool and
is fed something that is known to be harmtul such as recommend doing a lot of research before accepting
chocolate or raw onions. The only real difference is that something as the gospel truth when dealing with die-
dogs require a different mix of essential nutrients than tary problems. Just as we are constantly learning new
people do and if they are fed an all “human food™ diet information about dog behavior we are also learning
they may not be getting everything they need, but then, new information about dog nutrition as well.

how many people truly get evc?rything they need in their  p, e Overturf started training dogs at the age of
diet for optimal nutrition? I think the average dog that 15 working for a local dog kennel before and after
eats one of the foods I listed above is getting better nu- high school. Since then, Duane has trained close to
trition than the aver age human and with t.he addition of & 6,000 dogs and their owners. He specializes in fam-
good live supplement like the one I mentioned those ily dog obedience training and behavioral problems.
dogs are getting better nutrition than most humans. One  pygane offers private lessons and a home-board
other thing, I believe that adding a little variety to your training program where the dog lives with Duane
dog’s diet daily will help with keeping their digestive for 3 to 6 weeks and then returns home with follow
healthier and less prone to upset when their diet is up lessons for the family.
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DOG TRAINING AND THE UGLY AMERICAN
By John Van Olden

I served two tours in Germany when I was in the Army. I
considered it a privilege to be able to learn about and experi-
ence first hand a culture different than ours here in the United
States. It took some effort on my part to be able to do this.
One of the best things was learning a new language and using
it to interact with others.

For those who haven’t been to a military base overseas, it’s an
interesting experience. The bases are little slices of America
right in the middle of a foreign country. Usually, there are
one or two familiar fast food restaurants, a movie theater that
shows the latest films from the US, an American grocery store
where you can buy the food you’re used to eating, and even a
department store (the “PX”) where you can buy the clothing
and appliances you have been accustomed to using. In fact,
for many of the soldiers I was stationed with, there was never
a reason to venture off the “comfort zone” of the base to ex-
perience the vastly different world outside the gate.

During my time overseas, I took every opportunity to travel to
the other countries in Europe. In my travels I noticed that
many Americans, in the town I was living in, and in Paris,
Amsterdam, or the other places, would display an amazingly
arrogant attitude to their local hosts, by expecting them to
speak English and adapt themselves to American customs.
I've seen some of these Americans become downright rude to
people, insisting that they must actually know English but are
only pretending not to speak it for whatever reason. 1've
heard this behavior described as the “Ugly American” syn-
drome.

What does this have to do with dog training?

Dogs have their own culture including a language (including
sounds, smells, body movements and postures) and behaviors
that are unique to them and much different than ours. I as-
sume, since I'm writing this for an organization of canine pro-
fessionals, most readers would agree with me. I wonder then
why so many dog trainers today seem to want to force these
animals to adapt to our way of thinking instead, of adapting
themselves to the dog's way of thinking? It’s like the “ugly
American” tourist who refuses to try to order a meal in Paris
in French.

About 6 months ago (and I’'m not proud to admit this) I al-
lowed myself to be drawn into a training methods debate with
a “colleague” of mine that had an existing dog training busi-
ness in the city where I had relocated my offices. As has
typically been the case with the other times I've taken this
bait, (someday, I'll learn) the debate took place via email, and
happened over the course of several days, before my opponent
finally conceded (and later sent an apology and a box of
chocolates) saying, “I know training dogs that way works
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better, I just choose not to train like that”. (Another conversa-
tion with a different trainer once ended with, “I’m too busy to
train aggressive dogs™)

That statement floored me, though I’ ve heard a variation of 1t
over and over again for years. This time, I haven’t been able to
get it out of my mind, and it has been reminding me of the
“agly American” syndrome that I'm talking about. If this dog
trainer knew a better way to train dogs, why wouldn’t she use
it? Was she uncomfortable? Did the better way not make her
feel good?

For some reason dog training has experienced a movement
towards a more “politically correct” stance, where it has be-
come unacceptable to use any kind of aversive, yet humane
technique to achieve results. This is in spite of the fact that
this is the primary way dogs “train” each other, be it in the
wild, at the dog park or in the family room. An example that
comes to mind is a family that had to call my company for help
to stop their two dogs from fighting with each other. The fam-
ily was first directed to another trainer who used techniques
that could be described as “politically correct” and would cer-
tainly be considered fundamentally different than the way dogs
are used to communicating. (We were able to work with this
family, teaching them how to understand their dog’s communi-
cation signals, and how to communicate to them what behavior
is and isn’t acceptable in the house.)

Whatever has motivated this movement, be it financial or oth-
erwise, is beside the point and could be the subject for a whole
other article. The fact is that many trainers are ignoring the
language that dogs speak and approaching their training cases
from a human standpoint, expecting the dogs to immediately
learn their language.

Returning to my earlier analogy, why does the military create
these little slices of America in foreign countries? They do
this for the people that don’t want to step outside of their com-
fort zone and experience the country they are living in. But
what’s the worst thing that can happen if they do? Maybe they
will feel a bit uncomfortable? Maybe their hosts might even
laugh at their attempts to pronounce a difficult word. Perhaps
they will even feel that the locals won 't like them 1f they can’t
speak their language perfectly.

What if the same people arrogantly leave the base and expects
the locals to conform to their American customs and language
because they want to avoid feeling bad or uncomfortable? At
worst, they might be perceived as bad ambassadors, “Ugly
Americans.” Sadly, they would go away from their experience
feeling a sense of resentment towards their hosts and would
never really get the opportunity to get to truly experience a
different culture.

Continued on page 17
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What happens though when a dog trainer insists on
training dogs in a way that makes him feel good instead
of respecting the animal and teaching it what it needs to
know using the same “language” its peers would in a
pack situation? What if this trainer, for example, felt
opposed, for whatever reason, to the idea of humane
punishment, and chose “not to train that way”? (I think
those who have been to an animal shelter lately will
know the answer to this question.) It’s like the “Ugly
American” in Europe.

I've attended many conferences and meetings for dog
trainers in this country and others, and a consistent
theme for all of these, regardless of training philosophy,

is “do no harm.” This is an ideal I believe in whole-
heartedly. Dog trainers today are enjoying increas-
ing respect in the animal industry, thanks to organi-
zations like the IACP. We have tremendous influ-
ence with dog owners and other animal care profes-
sionals. If dog trainers refuse to step outside of
their comfort zone and train dogs the best way pos-
sible, we have to ask “Are they really applying that
rule?”

John Van Olden is owner of Pawsitive Solutions
in California and a new member of the Board of

Directors of IACP

——— S —
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roached or weak tophnes and structural features of
the dog that affect canine performance. At the Sat-
urday afternoon workshop, we saw ‘obedience’
problems: dogs refusing jumps, crooked sits,
‘puppy sits’, a notable change in head carriage, and
unwillingness or inability to perform tight turns.
Perkins carefully and thoughtfully connected
changes in attitude to performance medicine. In one
instance, Perkins worked with a dog whose mild,
intermittent lameness had no discernable or 1dentifi-
able cause but was interfering with his owners’
goals for him in the competition ring. Careful
evaluation, and chiropractic adjustment, made a
visible difference for that dog, and educated his
owners’ eye. Also addressed on Saturday was the
significance of trauma: slips, falls and household
missteps can lead to injury. Likewise, the stress of
traveling. Extended crate time, poor bedding, and
sudden stops are physical phenomenon our dogs
must accommodate, ideally with no deterioration of
athletic ability or performance. The significance of
age, we learned, is of paramount consideration
when conditioning and maintaining the perform-
ance canine. As dogs age, they accumulate multiple
large and small injuries and compensations. In the
meantime, their bodies are less able to deal with
new injuries and to compensate for old ones.

Sunday provided a review of Saturday’s lessons,
along with an introduction to Traditional Chinese
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Medicine and an afternoon hands-on session
on stretching and warming-up the canine ath-
lete, as well as an identification of acupres-
sure points and how to use them effectively.

Dr. Perkins is well-qualified to present on
these topics. She is a 20-year veteran of the
AMBOR and AKC obedience rings, having
earned titles on a variety of breeds. She has
also earned titles in lure coursing, put breed
championships on her dogs, and trained 1n
Schutzhund. A graduate of the University of
Missouri’s college of Veterinary Medicine,
she completed additional training in Veteri-
nary Acupuncture at Colorado State Univer-
sity’s College of Veterinary Medicine and in
Veterinary Chiropractic at the American Vet-
erinary Chiropractic Association’s Options
for Animals. Additionally, she has pursued
advanced education in veterinary rehabilita-
tive medicine and in canine sports medicine.
Dr. Perkins works at Blue Springs Animal
Hospital in suburban Kansas City, Missouri.
Her presentation style is humorous and per-
sonal, punctuated with amusing and 1llustra-
tive anecdotes and cartoons. It is also rigor-
ous and well-researched. Canine Perform-
ance Medicine would be a valuable seminar
for trainers and exhibitors, for dog clubs,
agility groups, and all canine sports organiza-
tions.

Jill is an IACP Member and Dog Trainer
from Nebraska



DOG PARKS : A Politically Incorrect View

By Shirley Greene

Previously Published: GSDCA Review, Dallas Morning
News, K9Coach.com

Introduction

I love dogs. Big dogs, small dogs, compliant dogs and dogs
that don’t give a hoot about pleasing anyone but themselves
all share a place in my heart.

I love parks. Whether the majestic Tetons in Wyoming or
the rugged beauty of the Grand Canyon, parks are special. 1
even like the corner tot lot - it is a great place for puppy
socialization.

I love walking dogs in parks. Whether hiking a wilderness
area in the high Sonoran Desert or enjoying an impromptu
conversation with a child, going with a canine simply makes
the trip better.

Yet, I am against Dog Parks <GASP>. I am not in favor of
fenced urban grasslands where numbers of strange dogs are
brought to frolic in unleashed bliss. This is especially true
when people are oblivious to their dogs’ actions, in particu-
lar, and totally clueless about canine behavior, in general. .
With few exceptions, owners of both pet and working dogs
should avoid Dog Parks like the plague.

Manure doesn’t move out of your way; you must step over
or around it. There are enough problems with training and
socializing dogs. Without looking for them, some are
bound to find their way to your door. No need to invite
them in. When you come upon a situation that may land
you in deep doo-doo, like a Dog Park, use common sense -
avoid it.

Disease

I have yet to see a Dog Park that posts a sign: “No one un-
der 21 weeks admitted.” No puppy belongs at a Dog Park.
A pup’s immune system is immature and cannot physiologi-
cally be expected to repel a full frontal assault. Bringing a
pup into a Dog Park is playing Russian roulette with 1ts life.
Yes, socialization is important. But, you can’t train a dog
that is either severely brain damaged or dead.

Even when your pup is older, or if you have a dog that 1s
fully immunized, going to a Dog Park is very risky busi-
ness. Who in the park is shedding Parvo virus or leaving
giardia infested stools? Which dog was just exposed to
kennel cough? Want to share fleas or ear mites? Is thata
hot spot or ringworm on the pooch walking by?

Dog Parks actively facilitate the exchange of contagious
diseases and parasites.
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Socialization
The People

v" Macho Man — “My dog could take yours, if I told him
t()_”

v’ Little Person — Mastiff accompanied by pre-teen and
his friend.

v Clueless — Drinking latte, dog’s hackles up: “uh, duh...
like, you know...?”

v'  Show Off — “I can do anything to any dog and it won't
bite...watch me.”

v Know It All — “You can cure allergies by feeding your
dog Vicks Salve. ”

The Dogs
v Hackles up, teeth showing, growling at each new dog
that enters.

v’ Ears back, tail tucked, shaking like a leaf, spending lots
of time on its back.

v Dig, dig, dig - - China here I come.
v Jump, jump, jump - - on people, on other dogs.
v Climb the fence, get pulled off; climb the fence, get

pulled off...

v Mark the gate, mark a tree...oh, no...he just marked
ME!

Dogs learn from other dogs. Are you willing to have your
dog mimic these behaviors? In an ideal world, only highly
social dogs with stable temperaments that are under voice
control of their handlers would be found at Dog Parks.
The world is not ideal.

To me, utilizing a Dog Park for socialization makes as
much sense as using a stick of dynamite to light a cigar.
Not only will you not get what you want, you may get re-
sults you couldn’t imagine - even in your worst nightmare.
And, you may have a big cleanup after the smoke clears,
plus a scar or two.

If any trainer advises you to take a shy dog to the Dog Park
and let it learn to play — get another trainer. If any trainer
tells you to take an aggressive dog to the Dog Park where it
will meet dogs that are even more aggressive to put it in its
place — stop payment on your check. If any trainer suggests
you take a fearful dog to a Dog Park for total immersion
with strange dogs, new people and a variety of situations —
cover your ears. And, should a trainer say that you have a

Continued on page 19




A Dog Parks Contd.

y really nice dog with good temperament and
balanced drives — keep it that way. Don’t risk
training or socializing at the local Dog Park.

A Dog Park is not the appropniate venue for
your canine companion to either learn obedi-
ence commands or practice socialization
skills. That must take place under controlled
conditions.

Control

Many control issues come into play the min-

. ute you open the Dog Park gate. Even if your
dog is Lassie and fully obedient at all times,
things inside a Dog Park are not under your
control.

People

You cannot control who comes through the
gate. Despite posted rules and regulations,
you cannot direct the behavior of other dog
owners. You may ask others to watch their
dog more closely, but what if they don’t?

And, what if they take offense at your request?

Size of Dogs il i
Many Dog Parks are divided into two specific Let me just check your teeth
areas: one for dogs over 50 pounds and one
b for smaller pets. Ever seen a forty-nine pound dog shake
'| anced or cruel.

a MinPin? When there is one owner for both a toy poodle

and a Great Dane, which area will they use? Will yoube | A friend watched a woman place the contents of two
happy with that owner’s choice? bags of dog bones into a huge pile and then call ALL

the dogs in the Dog Park to come for “treat time.” Isn’t

. ; that a new and interesting way to test dominance, ag-
You enter the Dog Park with an aging pet and find several gression and food guarding?

mud slicks. Will your dog be able to maintain adequate

| footing with puppies jumping up or other dogs playing

| chase? Slick footing is dangerous for pups’ joint develop-
ment, as well as for senior dogs.

Physical Environment

One man’s meat is another man’s poison. Some
dogs share food; other’s fight for possession. What
risks are you willing to take?

Is there a gap in the fencing? Are there holes beneath it Authority
where another dog tried to escape? Is poison oak growing | Who has authority at the Dog Park?

up a tree? Why did the groundskeeper leave a length ot v Ovwmers swho succeed at intimidation?
\ barbed wire inside the fence and how many dogs will try

b ohair o feteh D v'  Aggressive dogs that snarl or bite?
NOTHING is under your control at a Dog Park — not v Dogs that have formed a park pack?
the people, their dogs or the physical environment. v' Gang members looking for fun?
If you believe your pup has issues socializing with other v Regulars — who ask you to wait until
animals or people, ask a competent trainer for help. they’re finished?
To Treat or Not To Treat v Park Rangers who may patrol
I watched a man bring packages of “mystery” meat into a weekly?
| local Dog Park, offering hunks the size of my fist to any v Animal Control personnel who are a
5} dog close enough to take them. There were eight dogs 30-minute-drive away?
| e present and only one pet owner succeeded in getting to The only authority you have is the ability to take your
b their dog before it ate at least some of the meat. I prayed dog and leave the Dog Park. But what happens if your
the man was a generous butcher and not mentally unbal- | o+it is blocked by any of the first four on my list?

Continued on page 22

19




Dog Parks contd.

Setting the Stage

Each outing with your pet should be pre-planned. Not
only does this mean taking the necessities, such as fresh
water and a leash, it also means having a training plan and
setting goals. Perhaps your visit to the park will be aimed
at walking on a different surface. Maybe a trip to the ten-
nis court is really a better opportunity to try off-leash obe-
dience in a fenced area.

Setting the stage means deciding what steps you will take
to make certain you and your dog reach a specific traiming
goal. The more controlled your environment and the better
prepared you are, the less likely you are to need remedia-
tion. It is much easier to set your dog up for training suc-
cess than it is to try and fix a problem that you never saw
coming.

A Dog Park cannot meet my criteria as a safe place for
dogs to play or learn. There are too many risk factors
working against a good training or socialization plan.

To set your dog up for success, you must have control of
the training stage. This can’t happen at a Dog Park.

True Stories
Can you dig it?

A neighbor takes her high-energy miniature poodle to the
Dog Park so that it may use those facilities, rather than her
yard, for digging. As the dog dug its umpteenth hole, a
woman approached my neighbor and politely asked her to
remove the dog and replace the dirt. My neighbor said: 1
won't leave and you can’t make me.” As the woman
turned to avoid escalating the confrontation, she fell - - in
one of the freshly dug holes - - and broke her ankle. My
neighbor paid her medical bills and sent flowers, too.

Who let the dogs out? Who? Who?

A good friend took her Shiloh Shepherd to the local Dog
Park early on a Monday morning. The usual weekend

crowd was absent and several senior citizens were visiting
with their pets. My friend took her dog off leash and
slowly walked to the back of the park where she’d spotted
an empty bench. As she sat down, she noticed her dog - -
OUTSIDE the fence and immediately commanded
DOWN-STAY. Then, my gal-pal proceeded to climb the
fence and help others call their dogs. Someone failed to
secure the gate and it was the owners who were securely
INSIDE the Dog Park, while their pets were running free.

Truth is stranger than fiction

I haven’t told you about the 160-pound Mastiff rescue
brought to the Dog Park by new owner on his way home
from the shelter. What about the 3 Dobermans that were
dropped off at the Dog Park while their owner drove down
the block to pick up his girlfriend after work?

Exceptions to the Rule

Friends would accuse me of undue prejudice if I failed to
mention times when a Dog Park may work:

»  You live in an access-controlled, gated community
that has a Dog Park for residents, only. Your HOA
Rules and Regulations or CC&Rs specifically require
that a current shot record be kept on file prior to 1ssu-
ing you a pass for the Dog Park. There is individual
accountability and responsibility with sanctions or
fines for those who do not follow the posted rules.

= Your town allows private groups to reserve the Dog
Park and during those times access is by invitation
only, checked by a city employee. (This will not

lessen health risks, of course.)
Set you and your dog up for training success,
not failure.
Be smart. Be safe. Be in control.

Shirley Greene is an IACP Member in Arizona
jeff6542 @aol.com

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE PROFESSIONALS

BASIC TRAINER AND INSTRUCTOR CERTIFICATIONS

. KNOWING IS ONE T HING
PERFORMING IS ANOTHER

PROVIDE YOUR CLIEN TS A TESTIMONIAL THROUGH CERTIFICATION THAT YOU ARE A
% QUALIFIED PRACTICING DOG TRAINER

TAKE THE INT ERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE PROFESSIONALS DOG TRAINER
"CERTIFICATE AND PROVE YOU CAN PRODUCE RESULTS.

THE CERTIFICATION THAT SHOWS YOU HAVE THE PRACTICAL ABILITY AS WELL AS THE
KNOWLEDGE AS A PROFESSIONAL

For Further Information contact Cyndy Douan Director of Education & visit www.dogpro.org
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It is important for all visitors of any home to remember
that a dog feels very connected to their family. Their
family is their Pack. Some dogs may act differently
when the adults from their pack are not present. The
safest thing to do is have the dog secured in an area
where you do not need to worry about them. This will
allow you to focus on the children in your care.

I especially suggest this if you have any uncomfortable

- feelings about dogs in general. Dogs sense fear and this TWO great reasons tO choose Tri-Tromcs
can cause stress for both of you. The Pro 500™ is Tri-Tronics top@f theline, It's versatile,. .

: If there is a dog in the home that you are comfortable  It's rugged. It will stand up to the wear and tear that a serious
with and it is free about the house please keep the fol- trainer can put on a collar. Your choice of short or long contact

points. 36 levels of stinulation ~ 18 each of momentary and
coptinuous. Also available in 2 2-dog system.

The Sport® 50 has all the reliability of a Pro 500™ but with a

1. Some dogs guard items such as food, toys, raw- | smaller transmitter. And it's more affordable, Both momentary and

lowing in mind.

' hides and pigs ears especially. continuous stimulation are included.
; ; 2-and 3-dog systems are available in the MultieSport” 2 and the
? - :
2. I lt;mg SO CTEa. C . Bkt g 50 MultieSport” 3. Lanyards are included with Sport Series units.
e , !
> . Holsters can be purchased for both the Sport Series and
3. Dogs must be on a leash or fenced in. Pro Series units.,

' 4. Some dogs are afraid of thunder. They may act |
differently during a storm. ,

| L 5. Chasing games with a dog are NOT safe.
6. Dogs get excited by lots of noise and activity.
Some may become stressed. PVON Of
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| 7. Dogs sometimes allergies. It is best not to feed & %
| a dog unless you have permission. ; l p "-:3
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Dogs show stress many ways:

e PROMOTE

licking their lips

tail tucked between their legs ° IA CP
. YOURSELF
It is ALWAYS a good thing to know where the dog can ¢ YO U R B USI N E S S

be put in case you or he becomes uncomfortable. IACP FLIERS AVAILABLE FREE TO TAKE
TO SEMINARS, CONFERENCES, SHOWS

.
Ll

growling

Most dogs are wonderful and very friendly. It is great to

be aware of some things and behaviors that can make AND EXHIBITIONS
them upcomfortable. This awareness will help you and WANT TO GIVE THEM TO BUSINESS ASSOCIATES OR
other kids stay safe! CLIENTS TO SHOW YOUR AFFILIATION AND THE

STYLE OF IACP? MULTIPLE AMOUNTS OF FLIERS

It is best to talk this over with your parents and those of CAN BE OBTAINED FOR $30.00 PER 50 COPIES

the children in your care. It is always best to prevent any

| b potentially dangerous situation from happening. CONTACT HEAD OFFICE TO PLACE
AN ORDER 407 469-2008
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT

The INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE PROFESSIONALS is an organization es-
tablished to maintain the highest standards of professional and business practice among canine
professionals. Its aim is to provide support and representation for all professional occupations

involved with any aspect of canine management, health, training and husbandry.

The INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CANINE PROFESSIONALS commitment is to de-
velop professional recognition, communication, education, understanding and co-operation

across the wide diversity of canine expertise and knowledge.

For Those Dedicated to the Well Being of Dogs

“ILEAD ME AND YOUR FELLOW
PROFESSIONALS TO THE

IACP

THE COMPLETE PROFESSIONALS”
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